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Warm waters, 
big storms 


A new study says warmer- 
than-normal water temps triggered 
last year’s hurricane increase. A3 
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U.S. Supreme Court nominee Judge Brett Kavanaugh testifies before the Senate Judici- 
ary Committee on Capitol Hill. 


Emotional Ford, Kavanaugh testify with ‘100 percent’ 
certainty about alleged sexual assault i in 1982 


By LISA MASCARO 
AND ALAN FRAM 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — In an extraordinary 
and highly emotional day of Senate testi- 
mony, California psychology professor 
Christine Blasey Ford quietly recounted 
her “100 percent” certainty Thursday that 
Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh 
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Christine Blasey Ford testifies to the Senate Judiciary Committee in the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building on Capitol Hill on Thursday in Washington, D.C. 


Questioning 


Ford an 


unusual job 
for prosecutor 


By MARK SHERMAN 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Arizona sex 


had sexually assaulted her when they were 
teenagers. He angrily declared he was “100 
percent certain” he did no such thing. 

They both said the event and the public 
controversy that has erupted 36 years later 
had altered their lives forever and for the 
worse — perhaps the only thing they 
agreed on during a long day of testimony 
that was a study in contrasts of tone as well 
as substance. 

The hearing was a stunning public air- 
ing of a partisan fight — charged with 
explosive gender politics. The future of a 
high court, and potentially control of Con- 
gress, hangs in the balance. 

Senators were left to decide whether the 
long day tipped their confirmation votes 
for or against President Donald Trump’s 
nominee. 

Coming forward publicly for the first 
time, Ford quietly told the nation and the 
Senate Judiciary Committee her long-held 
secret of the alleged assault in locked room 
at a gathering of friends when she was just 
15. The memory — and Kavanaugh’s laugh- 
ter during the act — was “locked” in her 
brain, she said: “100 percent.” 
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Sen. Judiciary Committee members, from left, Sen. Ted Cruz, Sen. Lindsey Graham, 
Sen. Orrin Hatch and Chairman Charles Grassley talk at the conclusion of the Supreme 


Court confirmation hearing. 


Hours later, Kavanaugh angrily denied 
it, alternating a loud, defiant tone with near 
tears as he addressed the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 

“You have replaced ‘advice and consent’ 
with ‘search and destroy; ” he said, refer- 
ring to the Constitution’s charge to sena- 
tors’ duties in confirming high officials. 

What happens next may hinge on what 


Trump and his Republican allies think 
about the display in what could become a 
defining moment for a party that has strug- 
gled to retain female voters. 

Republican senators say the Judiciary 
Committee plans to vote Friday morning 
on Kavanaugh’s nomination. 


Please turn to HEARING, A10 


crimes prosecutor Rachel Mitchell 
was along way from the familiarity of 
a Phoenix courtroom when she ques- 
tioned Christine Blasey Ford on 
Thursday in a televised hearing that 
could determine the fate of Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh’s nomination to the 
Supreme Court. 

Mitchell typically tries to put peo- 
ple accused of sex crimes in prison, 
but on Thursday she was in the un- 
usual and difficult position of trying 
to chip away at the credibility of a 
woman who claims she was a victim 
of sexual assault by Kavanaugh when 
they were teenagers. 

And she was doing it on behalf of 
the 1 Republican men on the Senate 
Judiciary Committee who preferred 
not to question Ford themselves, and 
in the glare of television lights and 
with a strict five-minute time limit 
that seemed to get in her way repeat- 
edly. 

As her time for questioning Ford 
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Puerto Rican UCF students 


Tea Party Nation founder disbarred 
for trying to scam timeshare owners 


By CHABELI HERRERA 
Orlando Sentinel 


The founder of Tea Party Na- 
tion has been disbarred for trying 
to swindle timeshare owners into 
thinking they canceled their time- 
shares — and taking off with the 
money he earned from the fraudu- 
lent transactions, the Tennessee 
Supreme Court has ruled. 

In all, more than 90 consumer 
fraud complaints were filed 
against Tennessee attorney Jud- 
son Wheeler Phillips, a senior 
partner with Nashville-based Cas- 
tle Law Group and founding 
member of the conservative Tea 
Party group. Federal lawsuits were 
also filed against Phillips by West- 
gate Resorts and Orange Lake Re- 
sorts, both based in Orlando, as 
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Judson Phillips, the organizer of the National Tea Party Convention, 
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speaks during a news conference in Nashville. 


Kavanaugh now, Rosenstein later 


A meeting between President Trump and Deputy Attor- 
ney General Rosenstein was postponed to avoid conflict- 


ing with the Kavanaugh Senate hearing. A10 


Tax-law measures 


the midterm elections. A3 


YOUR NATION, YOUR WORLD 


Proposals to expand the new tax law have passed the 
House as Republicans push legislation forward ahead of 


will get in-state tuition 


By ANNIE MARTIN 
Orlando Sentinel 


Students from Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands will 
continue to receive in-state tu- 
ition at the University of Central 
Florida through 2023. 

The move, approved Thurs- 
day by the university’s Board of 
Trustees, will allow more than 
200 students affected by Hurri- 
cane Maria to complete their 
degrees at a fraction of the cost 
they would pay if they were 
charged the out-of-state rate. 

Trustees first agreed to 
charge students the lower tu- 
ition rate last September, just 
after the hurricane slammed the 
islands. Last spring, trustees ex- 
tended the offer through the 
spring 2019 semester. 

To be eligible, students must 
be currently enrolled at UCF, 


enrolled at a Florida state col- 
lege or be admitted to UCF or 
any state college for the spring 
2019 semester. To keep the in- 
state tuition rate, they must be 
enrolled in school and contin- 
uously enrolled in classes. 

The room erupted into ap- 
plause and cheers after trustees 
approved the extension and 
UCF President Dale Whittaker 
and Board of Trustees Chair- 
man Marcos Marchena walked 
out to the audience to high-five 
a group of students who at- 
tended the meeting. 

A total of 244 students from 
the islands now attend UCF and 
will be able to keep paying the 
in-state tuition rate, including 
24 students who attended the 
university before the storm, said 
Maribeth Ehasz, vice president 
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Economic slowdown coming? 


The U.S. economy grew at an annual rate of 4.2 percent 
in the second quarter, though economists believe growth 


is slowing partly because of a drag from trade. A14 
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